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Welcome to the 6th Arab Water Forum - a  
pivotal platform driving impactful change

H.E. Prof. Mahmoud Abu-Zeid 
President, Arab Water Council

H.E. Prof. Mahmoud Abu-Zeid 
President, Arab Water Council

WELCOME TO THE 
ARAB WATER FORUM
In a world defined by constant evolution, there is one invaluable yet 
threatened resource: water. Known as “blue gold,” it is the essence of 
life and prosperity for all. However, amidst escalating water insecurity, 
particularly in the water-stressed Arab region, multifaceted  
challenges persist.

The challenges we face, from ownership disputes to limited access, 
intertwine with broader sustainability goals and regional stability.

Considering these trials, the Arab Water Council invites you to join us at 
the 6th Arab Water Forum, in September 2024 in Abu Dhabi, UAE. Under 
the theme “Security. Sustainability. Prosperity” we will explore the critical 
role of sustainable water management in the Arab region.

More than a conventional gathering, the 6th Arab Water Forum is a 
convergence of expertise and a shared commitment to tackle water-
related challenges. It represents a critical moment, a commitment to a 
future for the Arab world underpinned by water security and  
climate resilience.
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THE ARAB WATER FORUM
COMES TO ABU DHABI
Building on 16 years of success, the Arab Water Forum will gather 
visionaries and pioneers from across the water value chain to advance the 
solutions that matter most to ensure access to clean water and sanitation 
for all.

Taking place in Abu Dhabi, the three-day event provides a platform  
for industry leaders to fast-track collaborative efforts to meet water 
security goals and identify the most promising innovation and  
growth opportunities.

In collaboration with the League of Arab States and the Ministry of Water 
Resources and Irrigation of Egypt, the Arab Water Forum is a crucial 
platform, facilitating collaborative dialogue and strategic partnerships that 
address the significant challenges of water scarcity and climate change in 
the Arab region.

6,000+ 60+ 15+900+ 120+
Water Professionals Global Exhibitors High Level SessionsForum Delegates Visionary Speakers
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CONNECTING THE DOTS:
MENA’S WATER INDUSTRY

ADDRESSING REGIONAL
WATER SCARCITY
National development plans from across the Arab world envision an 
innovative and sustainable economy, prioritising water security. Through 
water-efficient technologies, innovation, and local talent development, 
the region is a frontrunner in the global water industry.

Despite its arid climate and limited groundwater reserves, the Middle East 
produces 60% of the world’s desalinated water supply. With water scarcity 
being a global and pressing concern, strategic investments, innovation, 
global partnerships, and privatisation efforts are imperative to further 
revolutionise the water sector.

At the Arab Water Forum, attendees will come together to drive change 
and accelerate innovation across the industry. This forum not only aligns 
with the region’s water initiatives but also highlights the worldwide 
significance of water as a pivotal resource for global sustainability.

$84.6 bn
of projects in the water sector

across MENA are in the 
pre-execution phase

12
out of 17 countries at the

highest risk of water scarcity are 
located in the MENA region

66 mn
people in the region lack access

to water for basic sanitation

500 m3
of water per person annually is

the absolute water scarcity 
threshold: MENA will drop below 

this level by 2030

83 %
of the MENA region’s population

is exposed to water stress 
caused by climate change

25 bn
cubic metres of additional water
per year will be needed to meet 

-regional demand by 2050
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EXHIBITION 

60+ exhibitors from more than 24 countries across the water ecosystem will come together at the Arab Water 
Forum to showcase technologies and solutions driving progress and shaping the future of the water sector. The 
exhibition offers direct access to financiers from key infrastructure and utilities projects, facilitating new growth 
opportunities and commercial partnerships.

FORUM PROGRAMME 

Engaged, cross-sector collaboration is necessary to push forward accelerated, capital-efficient regional water
projects. This programme will gather global policy makers and business leaders to discuss the key trends
shaping the future of the water sector – focusing on action and scalable impact. Ministerial and global leadership 
panel sessions will highlight the critical leadership role of the Arab region in an increasingly water stressed world.

LEADERSHIP ROUNDTABLES 

Anchored within the Arab Water Forum, the Leadership Roundtables will facilitate the high-level dialogue 
required to form consensus, address these challenges, and deliver meaningful progress. Bringing together 
policymakers and CEOs, scientists and academics, this inclusive gathering will bridge public and private sectors to 
collectively address the challenges confronting the water sector.

EVENT
OVERVIEW
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THE
EXHIBITION
From Source to Tap: Innovating and
Safeguarding Water Security

SECTOR
FOCUS

In response to growing demand to ensure regional water security, the Arab 
Water Forum is poised to redefine the landscape of the water sector – 
facilitating collaboration and action at the heart of the global water ecosystem.

Showcasing the latest innovative solutions, the Arab Water Forum will 
host exhibitors spanning national and international utilities, IWPs, financial 
institutions, technology providers and companies across the sector – 
encompassing desalination, storage, distribution, wastewater treatment  
and conservation.

Convening policy makers and industry leaders, the Arab Water Forum provides 
access to partnership and investment opportunities with decision-makers and 
financiers across the water value-chain.

For all exhibitor enquiries, contact sales@arabwaterforum.org

Water Desalination  
and Supply

Water Infrastructure  
and Utilities

Wastewater Treatment 
and Reuse

Water Conservation  
and Efficiency

Water Technologies and
Digitalisation

Environmental Protection
and Sustainability

Water Storage, Transport,
and Distribution

Point of Use and Point 
of Entry

Aquaculture  
and Agriculture

Government, Municipalitie
and Water Authorities
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PREVIOUS
EXHIBITORS & SPONSORS
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OFFERING ACCESS TO
A GLOBAL NETWORK

16%
EUROPE

5%
THE
AMERICAS

12%
AFRICA 51%

MIDDLE
EAST

3%
OCEANIA

13%
ASIA

EXPLORE THE
EXHIBITION FLOOR

The Arab Water Forum is an international platform with the 
power to accelerate a shared global vision to provide a water-
secure future for all. 

60+ exhibitors from over 24 countries across the water 
industry will come together at 6th Arab Water Forum to 
showcase the technologies and solutions driving progress and 
shaping the future of water.

World Utilities Congress
Strategic Conference
Conference Hall A

Arab Water Forum
Programme
Conference Hall B

Technical Conference
Capital Suites 8 and 9
(Mezzanine Level)

Utilities Club
Hall 6

Power Gen Theatre
Hall 6

CleanTech Theatre
Hall 4

World Utilities Congress &
Arab Water Forum Exhibition 
Halls 4-6 and Atrium

ADNEC CENTRE ABU DHABI, UAE
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Andaz

Capital Gate

Hotel

Conference Hall A

World Utilities Congress
Strategic Conference

Conference Hall B

Arab Water Forum
Programme

Capital Suites 8 & 9
(Mezzanine Level)

World Utilities Congress
Technical Conference

4

B

Exhibition Hall 4

CleanTech Theatre

Exhibition Hall 6

Utilities Club

Exhibition Hall 6

Power Gen Theatre
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FORUM
PROGRAMME
Innovate. Collaborate. Transform.

Ensuring access to water and sanitation for all, is one of the United Nations 
key Sustainable Development Goals, and although progress has been made 
only 73 percent of the world’s population has access to safely managed 
drinking water.

Investments in infrastructure and sanitation facilities; protection and 
restoration of water- related ecosystems; and hygiene education are among 
the steps necessary to ensure universal access to safe and affordable 
drinking water for all by 2030, and improving water-use efficiency is key to 
reducing water stress.

Against this backdrop, the programme provides leaders and policymakers to 
collaboratively shape strategies and accelerate solutions that will safeguard 
regional water security to ensure future prosperity for the Arab world.

For all speaker enquiries, contact speaker@arabwaterforum.org

3 Path Towards  
a Sustainable 
Water Future2 Innovative 

Approaches for 
Adaptation and 
Resilience

1 Addressing 
Regional  
Emerging Water 
Challenges

PROGRAMME 
KEY THEMES
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Building Consensus. Shaping Policy.

LEADERSHIP
ROUNDTABLES

With the demand for water outpacing population growth and water scarcity 
increasing as a result of climate change the world faces unprecedented water 
stress – of this most fundamental resource, essential for human health and 
well-being.

Anchored within the Arab Water Forum, the Leadership Roundtables will 
facilitate the high-level dialogues required to form consensus, address these 
challenges, and deliver meaningful progress.

Bringing together policymakers and CEOs, scientists and academics, this 
inclusive gathering will bridge public and private sectors to collectively address 
the challenges confronting the water sector.

1.
FOCUSED
DELIBERATIONS

2.
SOLUTION-FORWARD
APPROACH

3.
COLLABORATIVE
FUSION

4.
GLOBAL EXPERTISE
CONVERGED
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TECHNICAL
COMMITTEE

STEERING
COMMITTEE

Dr. Hussein El-Atfy
Secretary General,
Arab Water Council

Prof. Khaled Abu Zeid
Senior Regional Water 

Resources Director, 
CEDARE, Regional Director 

of Technical Programs, 
Arab Water Council

Dr. Tarek Al-Samman
Technical Consultant, 
Arab Water Council

Prof. Safwat Abdel 
Dayem

Senior Advisor and 
Governor, Arab 
Water Council

Dr. Tarek Tawfic
Central Laboratory for 

Environmental and Water 
Quality-Monitoring 

(CLEQM), NWRC

Prof. Dr. Abdeen Salih
Faculty of Engineering, 

Khartoum University 
& Director, Arab Water 

Academy

Dr. Roula Khadra
Senior Researcher/

International Officer, 
Water Resources 

Management & Planning, 
CIHEAM BARI Institute

Dr. Mohamed
Mostafa Al-Mulla

Director, Water
Resources Department,
Ministry of Energy and

Infrastructure, UAE

Maha Hussein Al-
As’oosi

Undersecretary, Ministry 
of Electricity, Water and 

Renewable Energy

Dr. Jihad 
Mahamid

Secretary General. Ministry 
of Water & Irrigation, 

Jordan

Eng. Metab bin Saeed 
Al-Qahtani

eneral Administration of 
Water Resources, Ministry 
of Environment, Water and 

Agriculture, Saudi Arabia

Eng. Abd Ezz 
El-Regal

Chairman, Abu Qir 
Fertilizxers Egypt

Dr. Raouf 
Darwish

Chairman, Raouf 
Consulting, Egypt

H.R.H. Khaled B. Abd 
Al-Aziz

Prince Sultan Bin Abdul-
Aziz International Prize for 
Water, Honorary President, 

Arab Water Council

H.E. Prof. Mahmoud 
Abu-Zeid
President

Arab Water Council

Prof. Walid Abdel
Rahman

Vice President
Arab Water Council

H.E. Ambassador
Shahira Wahbi
Chief, Sustainable 
Development and 

International Cooperation, 
League of Arab States

H.E. Mariam Al-Sadiq 
Al-Mahdi

Former Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Sudan

Mr. Maurizio
Raeli

General Director, CIHEAM 
Bari Institute, Italy

Dr. Naser
Nasrallah

Chairman, Al-Aal 
Institution for Sustainable 

Development, Lebanon
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ARAB WATER COUNCIL
MEMBERS

Ministry of Energy and 
Infrastructure 

UAE

Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation 

Jordan

Ministry of 
Water Resources

Iraq

Ministry of Water, 
Environment and Agriculture 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Energy, 
Mines and Environment

Morocco

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Environment, 

Territory Planning and Urban 
Comoros

Ministry of Water
and Sanitation 

Mauritania

Ministry of Electricity & Water 
& Renewable Energy 

Kuwait

Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
Resources, and Fisheries 

Tunisia

General Electricity & Water 
Corporation 

Qatar

Ministry of
Water Resources 

Libya

Ministry of Electricity &
Water Authority 

Bahrain

Ministry of 
Water Resources 

Algeria

Palestinian 
Water Authority

Palestine

Ministry of
 Water Resources 

Syria

Ministry of Regional Municipalities 
& Water Resources
Sultanate of Oman

Ministry of Energy and 
Water Resources 

Somalia

Ministry of Water Resources, 
Irrigation and Electricity 

Sudan

Ministry of Water Resources 
and Irrigation 

Egypt

Ministry of Energy 
and Water 
Lebanon

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Water, Fisheries & Livestock 

Djibouti

Ministry of Water & 
Environment 

Yemen
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CO-LOCATED WITH EVENT OVERVIEW

12,000 180+

110+90+

1,400+280+

In the heart of Abu Dhabi, two pivotal events will come together, creating a 
cross-industry platform addressing the shared challenges and collaborative 
solutions of sustainability, energy and water security in the Arab world. The 
6th Arab Water Forum will facilitate synergies between the water and utilities 
industry creating new partnerships and consensus as the world transitions to 
a more sustainable future.

The World Utilities Congress is a global platform that brings together leaders, 
from policymakers and CEOs to innovators and technical experts for the 
entire power and water utilities value chain. They will explore the prominent 
trends and challenges shaping the industry as utilities worldwide endeavor to 
provide secure, sustainable, and affordable energy.

The Arab Water Forum & World Utilities Congress will play host to the 
crucial dialogues taking place in the water and utilities industries, fostering 
collaboration and shared insight. The two events will not only connect these 
indispensable industries but will also propel them towards a collective 
vision of a sustainable and prosperous future, where water and utilities play 
instrumental roles in shaping global resilience and prosperity.

Utilities
Professionals

Global
Exhibitors

Conference
Sessions

Countries
Represented

Conference
Delegates

Expert
Speakers
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ABOUT THE
ARAB WATER COUNCIL
Established on 14 April 2004, the Arab Water Council is a regional non-profit 
organisation operating both regionally and internationally, headquartered in 
the Arab Republic of Egypt. Dedicated to fostering a collective Arab role in 
managing water resources, the council raises awareness, intensifies efforts, 
and cultivates a new water culture.

Mission
The Arab Water Council’s mission is to enhance understanding and effective 
management of water resources in Arab states. Through a non-political, 
multidisciplinary, and scientific approach, it disseminates knowledge, promotes 
exchange of experiences, and drives integrated water management for 
sustainable development, benefiting Arab communities.

Strategy
Central to its strategy is forging impactful partnerships across sectors and 
stakeholders. These collaborations, involving international, regional, and 
national entities, aim to implement Sustainable Development Goals and 
achieve water security in the Arab Region through integrated solutions.






